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3 November 2019

Level 6
15 Courtenay Place
Te Aro
Wellington 6011
04 472 2506

Dear Simmonds Stewart recruitment team,

I am writing to apply for the legal graduate role at Simmonds Stewart in Wellington for 2020. I have recently finished my LLB (Hons)/Bcom (majoring in Economics) conjoint degree at Victoria University of Wellington.
I, admittedly, had no desire to learn about anything tech based when I started my university career. However, in second year I flatted with a bunch of guys who were into gaming, building computers and all things technology. Seeing their excitement and hearing how interesting their conversations were, I started to delve into the tech sector and have been hooked since. The things people think of and the ability to make those thoughts reality constantly amazes me. To be part of this industry, especially at the forefront legal side, would be an amazing experience.
The ability to work with tech would complement my dream job, which was to become a lawyer. While other kids dreamed of being a police officer, a teacher or, in the case of one of my school friends, a tablecloth, I have always wanted to be a lawyer. It was my goal throughout primary, intermediate, and high school to come to university and study law. I achieved that goal recently. Being able to learn the reality of legal work, rather than the theory taught at law school, at a cutting edge firm like Simmonds Stewart would be incredible.
This summer working at Marlborough District Council I have had the opportunity to undertake some small scale legal work. This has increased my appetite to become a lawyer immensely. While it may only be some legal research concerning dog attacks and easements, it really hammered home how much I wanted to become a lawyer. I have noticed my enthusiasm whenever I am given a file to research is much greater than when I am conducting my other work. That is not to say that I do not give my all when doing the other work; its saying that the hours tick away much quicker when I have the opportunity to work in the legal sphere. I know that drive exists in me and will never cease, and I would love the opportunity to show you that drive.
In my final two years at university, I had the honour of undertaking and completing an honours programme in law. Not only did this enhance my research skills immensely, but it gave me an greater appreciation of law as a whole. While I was staring bleary eyed at the computer attempting to rewrite an immensely complicated article into a workable source, I realised how amazing law is. Here I was, a university student in New Zealand writing about gender discrimination in sport, reading an article on sexual discrimination in the tech force in India. I, admittedly unsuccessfully, was attempting to use law from a different country let alone sector to enhance my argument. Not only would I have been unable to find that source without the skills the honours course gave me, I would not have had the ability to appreciate the breadth and scope of law and how it can interconnect internationally. The opportunity to work internationally, deal with international clients and customers is something that is incredibly appealing to me. The interconnectedness of law is something that rekindled my love of law and would ensure that love never burns out.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the summer months I play cricket for a senior club in Marlborough. Cricket is a funny sport in that it is team sport played by individuals. But what I love about cricket is that those individuals are a team. I am, for example, a terrible batter so my teammates shoulder the load when we are batting. Conversely some of them are terrible bowlers, so I help shoulder the load when we are bowling. The idea is that whoever is best for the role should take charge, but the rest should always support. The lack of pack protection at Simmonds Stewart appeals to me for the same reason. If someone performs the best you give them that role, there is no need to be annoyed because you have the ability to perform another role where your strengths truly shine. The cricket club is like a second family to me and, from the sounds of it, Simmonds Stewart could act like a third.
I have had the opportunity to be more involved in the community over the last year. Participating in the Food Bank appeal in Blenheim was a particular highlight for me. I also mentored a second year through the Kensington Swan mentoring programme. While my mentee did not require much mentoring, it was a rewarding experience and one which I would be keen to repeat.
I would enjoy having the opportunity to discuss my application further with you. Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my application. I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
Jack Porter

