Zoe Mackay
132 Tinakori Road 
Thorndon
Wellington 6011

5th December 2019

Victoria Stewart
Partner/CEO
Simmonds Stewart

Re: Graduate Lawyer

Dear Victoria Stewart

I am writing to you in application for the Graduate Lawyer position at Simmonds Stewart. I am currently working in a policy advisory role at Land Information New Zealand (LINZ), but am looking to build a successful legal career. With this in mind, I believe I can bring a range of skills and experience to your organisation.

My current role as a Graduate Policy Advisor at LINZ has required me to identify problems, analyse the available facts and provide workable solutions. While many of the issues have not been legal in nature, the skills and framework are wholly applicable to a legal setting. I have been responsible for drafting documents to the Minister and internal stakeholders.  This is where I have developed an ability to tailor my communication with the end user in mind. In addition to this, I have been provided a number of opportunities to present my work to regulators and group managers, which have all been well received. The combination of my studies and current role has allowed me to develop an acute attention to detail as well as hone my communication skills.

Although I enjoy my current role, I am looking to utilise my background in Law and Economics. I have a strong interest in investment and commercial law which was proven in 2018 when I was the top student of my class for International Investment Law. It has been through my work with the Overseas Investment Office, situated within LINZ, which has solidified my passion for this area of law. 

My previous employment consists of predominately retail and administrative roles. This experience has given me exceptional client-focus orientation. My ability to connect and empathise with others quickly is one of my key strengths in a client facing role. 

I resonated strongly with your firm’s innovative mentality, in particular the decision to open-source your tech legal templates. I am constantly questioning the status quo and looking for ways to improve. This was exemplified during my time at Phonefix where I was instrumental in the development and implementation of a new system for tracking the progress of phone repairs. This resulted in increased productivity and customer satisfaction.

Although I do not have a background in technology, I am passionate about people and would enjoy a career in which I improve the lives of others. Increasingly, tech is becoming a way to have a meaningful impact on people’s lives, whether it be through efficiencies, knowledge or connectedness. I am keen to learn more in this field and be a part of the change

I look forward to the opportunity to speak with you further about the ways I can make a positive contribution to Simmonds Stewart. Thank you for your consideration. 


Kind Regards,
Zoe Mackay
