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Dear  Ms  Stewart  and Mr S immonds   

My name is  Gabr ie l le  Young and I  am wr i t ing  to  apply  for  the  ro le  of  Graduate  Lawyer ,  advert i sed on 

Neuvoo and the  Simmonds & Stewart  webs i te . I  have  recent ly  completed the  f ina l year  of  my  Bachelor 

of  Laws  degree,  with  Honours.  I  am e l ig ible  to  commence my Profess ionals  Cert i fi cate  as  of  December 

2019.  I  ho ld  a  GPA of  6.2 (B+)  across  my degree,  and a  GPA of  7.2 (A -)  for  my  fina l  year  with  Honours .   

I  began my law degree  after  working  in  a  bout ique corporate  and commercial  law f i rm ,  Claymore 

Partners  in  Auck land .  I  dec ided to  return  to  s tudy  law because  I  was  part icular ly  drawn to  the  way  

Sol ic i tor ’s  had to  turn  abstract  th ink ing  into  pract ica l  appl icat ion  and problem -solv ing .  S imi lar ly ,  I  l iked 

the  idea  that  the  ro le  of  a  lawyer  at  i ts  essence  i s  to  he lp  people.  I  cont inued to  work  with  the  same 

f i rm regular ly  during  my degree  and the  exper ience  I  ga ined was  d iverse  and inva luable .   

I  undertook  a  wide  array  of  jun ior  tasks  whi le  with  Claymore,  inc luding : 

o  Draft ing  letters  to  c l ients ;  

o  Draft ing  renewed  terms  for  Deed of  Leases ;   

o  Draft ing  varied  terms  in  var ious  commercia l  contracts ;  

o  Draft ing  bas ic  Sa le  and Purchase  Agreements  us ing the  L INZ  onl ine  sys tem;   

o  Undertak ing  Com panies  Off ice  and Personal  Propert ies  Secur i t ies  Regis ter  searches;    

o  Genera l  research  and draft ing  memorandum for  Sol ic i tors;  

I  am prof icient  at  us ing  Inf in i ty  Software,  inc lud ing t ime record ing  and b i l l ing . 

In  my f i rs t  degree,  a Bachelor of  Arts double -major ing  in  Pol i t ics  and Media Studies ,  I  learnt  of the  

va luable  ways  technology  and media  were  shaping our  pol i t ica l  landscape in  the  21 s t  century .  I t  may 

be  tr i te  to  say  but  i t  i s  true  that  technology ,  when harnessed correct ly ,  has  the  capaci ty  to  change our  

wor ld  for  the  better . I  admire Simmonds  & Stewart ’s  focus on sh i f t ing  the pract ice of  law ,  with 

part icu lar  respect  for  the  f irm ’s  use  of  open source  lega l  documents .  I t  would  be  a  pr iv i lege  to  s tart 

out  with  a f i rm that  is  open to  evolut ion, ad apt ive , and ambit ious  to  trans form how lega l  work  i s  done. 

S imi lar ly ,  I  l i ke  that  S immonds  & Stewart  work  a longs ide  many  s tartups .  Working  a longs ide  a  c l ient  

dur ing the  formative  s tages of  thei r  bus iness ,  must  be  hugely  rewarding  and make for  a  s trong and 

trus t ing  re lat ionship  between lawyer  and c lient.    

Hav ing  worked in  a  smal l  f i rm I  unders tand the  importance  of  being  a  se l f -s tarter ,  showing  in i t iat ive 

and problem -solv ing  before  seek ing  he lp.  I  en joy  the  co l laborat ive  nature  of  work ing  in  a team, and 

know the  va lue  of  l i k ing  and respect ing  the  people  you work  with  and for .  I  en joy  contr ibut ing  to  a  

happy  team atmosphere  and be l ieve  in  gett ing  in  and doing  whatever  work  i s  necessary  to  he lp  my 

co l leagues .   

 

Thank  you for  cons idering  my applicat ion  and I  look  forward to  hear ing  f rom you.   

 

Kind Regards ,   

Gabr ie l le  Young.   


